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NOTE: These remarks are an extens ion o f  t h e  o r a l  test imony I presented a t  t h e  FCC 
hear ing i n  Por t land,  Maine on June 2 8 ,  
2007. 

M name i s  Alan Frankel ,  and I came from Framingham, Massachusetts today t o  t e s t i f y  
a i: ou t  why l o c a l i s m  and d i v e r s i t y  a re  l i f e - o r - d e a t h  mat ters .  

But before I begin,  I want t o  thank t h e  commissioners f o r  o f f e r i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  a 
chance t o  p rov ide  t h e i r  i n p u t .  I espec ia l l y  thank Commissioners copps and Ade ls te in ,  
no t  j u s t  f o r  being here,  bu t  f o r  doing t h e i r  best  t o  prevent t h e  d i s a s t e r  t h a t  
almost ensued i n  2003, when a m a j o r i t  
t o  f u r t h e r  r o l l  back t h e  media ownersKip r u l e s  t h a t  have been under o ing  eros ion  f o r  
decades. For tunate ly ,  t h e  p u b l i c  and congress were so i r a t e  t h a t  a z i p a r t i s a n  group 
of l e g i s l a t o r s  passed a law undoing t h e  damage. I want t h e  commissioners t o  know 
t h a t  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  were no t i ced .  

Now back t o  l o c a l i s m  and d i v e r s i t y ,  l i f e  and death. 

I n  lanuary 2002, a t r a i n  d e r a i l e d  i n  Minot ,  North Dakota, s p i l l i n q  i t s  load  o f  
anhydrous ammonia. AS fumes f i l l e d  t h e  c i t y ,  a t r a i n  operator  ca l  ed 911 so t h e  
c i t y ' s  i nhab i tan ts  could be warned t o  s tay  indoors and c lose t h e  windows. But t h e r e  
was a problem. A l l  s i x  rad io  s t a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  c i t y  were owned by t h e  same company, 
c l e a r  channel, which ran them remotely. so no one could ge t  a l i f e s a v i n g  emergency 
announcement out  t o  t h e  people. One person d ied,  and hundreds were i n j u r e d  o r  
h o s p i t a l i z e d .  That t r a i n  wreck should wake us up and prepare us f o r  emergencies. 
September 11, 2001 prompted changes i n  homeland s e c u r i t y .  But what does i t  mean i f  a 
town l i k e  Minot c a n ' t  p r o t e c t  i t s e l f  aga ins t  a chemical s p i l l ?  

There are o the r  k inds o f  t r a i n  wrecks, such as t h e  war i n  I r a q .  Now, many people a t  
t h e  t ime thought i t  was a bad idea t o  s t a r t  a war aga ins t  a country  t h a t  COULDN'T 
have at tacked us i n  o rder  t o  get  back a t  a grou t h a t  HAD. O r  t h a t  i f  we WERE going 
t o  go i n ,  we needed enough t roops .  But they cou 7 d n ' t  ge t  on t h e  a i r .  c l e a r  channel 
was busy mounting pro-war r a l l i e s  and censor ing opponents, as were t h e  o ther  media. 

Now t h i s  evening, I ' v e  seen an unendin 
micro hone and t e l l  us how, even thoug F! many o f  t h e i r  bosses are  no t  l o c a l ,  they 

(and one even added t h a t  her i n f a n t  daughter l i v e s  here,  too) .  They brave ly  covered 
t h e  i c e  storm o f  1998, and they generously support l o c a l  c h a r i t i e s .  I n  f a c t ,  they 've  
even managed t o  persuade members o f  those c h a r i t i e s  t o  t e s t i f y  here.  

A handful  o f  people t e s t i f y i n g  i n  t h a t  ve in  might be persuasive.  But by t h e  t ime you 
have a s o l i d  column o f  twenty broadcasters i n  a row o f f e r i n  i d e n t i c a l  test imony, i t  

rad io ,  when you t u r n  t h e  d i a l ,  bu t  no th ing  changes. You have t o  ask o u r s e l f  
quest ions.  I s n ' t  t he re  something strange about an o f f i c i a l  from a p u g l i c  l i b r a r y  
coming t o  an FCC hear ing on l o c a l i s m  t o  s ing  t h e  pra ises  o f  t h e  TV s t a t i o n  t h a t  ac ts  
as t h e  l i b r a r y ' s  patron? or t o  have a woman from t h e  Barbara Bush c h i l d r e n ' s  
Hosp i ta l  at tempt t o  tug  the  audience's h e a r t s t r i n g s  w i t h  t h e  t a l e  o f  a n ine-year -o ld  
cancer p a t i e n t  who i s  g r a t e f u l  t o  t h e  l o c a l  broadcasters f o r  t h e i r  beneficence? 
I s n ' t  i t  c h i l l i n g  f o r  a n o n p r o f i t  t o  beg f o r  favors  from a media o l i g o p o l y  w h i l e  
i g n o r i n g  t h e  s o c i e t a l  i l l s  t h a t  f o r c e  p u b l i c  l i b r a r i e s  and h o s p i t a l s  t o  scrounge f o r  
money i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace? 

Even i f  Maine was b e t t e r  served by i t s  broadcasters du r ing  an i c e  storm n ine years 
ago (predat ing a h e f t  
f i v e  years ago, they xave done no th ing  t o  show us t h a t  t h e y ' d  do any th in  t o  he lp  

community. 

o f  t h e  FCC under then-chairman Powell voted 

parade o f  Maine broadcasters march up t o  t h e  

take  7 ocal ism very se r ious l y .  They l i v e  here, as one a f t e r  another has po in ted  ou t  

begins t o  have t h e  opposi te  e f f e c t .  I t ' s  l i k e  a microcosm o ? our cu r ren t  TV and 

amount o f  media conso l i da t i on ,  by t h e  way) than,Minot was 

t h i s  country  avo id  t h e  I r a q  t r a i n  wreck t h a t  took t h e  l i v e s  o f  s o l d i e r s  ? rom t h e i r  
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what do I want t h e  FCC t o  do? Tha t ' s  p r e t t y  s imple.  NO need t o  come up w i th  
brand-new D o l i c i e s .  I t  i u s t  needs t o  enforce t h e  ones i t ' s  a l ready  supDosed t o  
enforce,  and i n  f a c t  d i d  enforce,  no t  so l ong  ago. 

For instance,  t h e  l i c e n s e  review process c a n ' t  cont inue t o  be a rubber:stamp process 
conducted on ly  once every e i g h t  years.  I t  needs some t e e t h  and p u b l i c  i n p u t ,  and i t  
needs t o  be performed every t h r e e  years.  

And we need t o  make sure t h a t  a lesson was learned i n  2003, when the  p u b l i c  t o l d  
Congress l o u d  and c l e a r  t h a t  i t  d i d n ' t  want loosening o f  t h e  media ownership r u l e s ,  
and a b i p a r t i s a n  group o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  wrote t h i s  i n t o  law. 

F i n a l l y ,  we need t o  make sure t h a t  when t h e  FCC uncovers t h r e a t s  t o  loca l i sm,  t h e  
chairman cannot bury t h e  f i n d i n g s  simply because he f i n d s  them inconvenient .  

I want t o  c lose by paraphrasing commissioner copps from 2004: We have enough 
s tud ies ,  we have enough comments. NOW we need ac t i on .  

Thank you very much. 
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